A piece of paper is a hidden treasure: it looks simple,
but can make almost anything. In this special section,
folk singer Phranc turns unwanted cardboard into objects
of desire (page 42), you can make magazines into beaded
jewelry (page 47), and computational origami master
Robert Lang morphs a few bucks into a priceless blossom
(page 50). Pop-up can make any day a holiday (page 55),
and, believe it or not, trash is easily turned

into festive gift wrap (page 58). And

making a flexagon? Now that's

a magic trick {page 62).
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in Los Angeles in the 80s, she sold her cardboard
wares out of her apartment the day before rent
was due. Since then, the work of The Cardboard
Cobbler, Phranc's newest moniker, has come
a long way. She has been included in several group
exhibitions, and her first solo show opens at Cue
Art Foundation in Mew York City in December,
Phrant: has a deep respect for the everyday,
innocucus ittle things that make our lives better,
like an ice cream bar, a favorite pair of shoes, or the
perfect shirt, Her art both celebrates and elevatas
these objects by preserving them in the simplast
of madia: paper and paint. cardboard and thread.
When working in paper, she first designs a pat-
tern for her "fabric.” sketched carefully in pencit,
She eschews exactitude and prefers a handmade
line to a ruler-straight one. Paper, Phranc explains,
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started a family, it was again impcrtant to her that
she not be on the road so much., So she took the
beautiful black and gold Singer Featherweight
sewing machine she inherited from her grand-
rmother o a friend’s house and fearned to saw,
Phranc still uses her Nana's machine to make
her creations. Each sewn garment includes a hand-
painted label adorned with a single palm tree or
ocean wave, Her label, Phranc of California, s remi-
niscent of growing up in California. The garments
are made to be axhibited, rather than warn, But
as she completes each one, Phranc ships it on
just once — the perfect test-run for artwork that
celebrates the joy and fragility of the here and now,

Arnie Buckloy is a0 artist and writer based inLos Anpgales. She
wrote the profile of artist Marnie Webar in CRAFT, Volurme D4,















